
Appendix A: Paint and Colors 
 
Standard Airflow Colors were listed as an appendix in the Story 
of the Airflow Cars booklet, published by the Engineering Staff 
of Chrysler Corporation in 1963. The booklet contains an 
interesting and informative description of the Airflow cars 
developed and sold some 30 years earlier, and it’s a testimony 
to Chrysler Corporation’s own view of the significance of the 
development of these cars. The tables are included here for 
convenient reference. 

The Airflow restorer is advised to consider the following: 

• Airflows were usually painted at the factory in one of the 
standard colors. However, it was possible to order a custom 
color of your choosing. In the case of a special order, we 
believe, the paint code on the inner fender (stencil or data 
plate) would not indicate a standard color, but perhaps be 
marked special order (S.O.) or be blank. 

• Airflow club tradition is to allow repainting an Airflow in any standard color for the model 
and year without penalty in judging competitions. Sometimes, however, paint matched to 
body data plate has been used as a tie-breaker, lending a slight preference to using the 
original color of your car, if you can find it.  

• Enamel paint in black was something of a standard in the 30s and before. Airflow parts 
catalogs offer many body parts in primer, paint, or enamel, meaning (we think) that at the 
time that you could order parts from the factory with a paint finish to match a car’s serial 
number, or in primer, in case your car was ordered in a nonstandard color or had been 
repainted, or enamel, in case it was black or you prefer black for this part. In other words, in 
period literature, enamel can be taken to be black unless clearly stated otherwise. 

• LeBaron cars, CX, C3, C11, and CW are known to have been substantially special ordered. 
Many, perhaps most, list only the order number on the body data plate with no indication 
of original color. Without some additional indication, like a copy of the special order, it’s not 
possible to determine the original color of the car. Many restored examples are painted 
black, but other period-appropriate paint colors can be acceptable. 

• Metallic paint was available in the early 1930s, and in Airflow paint charts it is referred to as 
“poly”, probably short for polychrome or polychromatic. See Ellis Claar’s discussion of 
metallic paint in the section below. It was considerably less flashy than some metallics 
available today.  

• Two-stage, or base-coat/clear-coat paint, is a relatively modern invention. As used today, it 
can yield a very high gloss finish that many find striking and attractive. This finish differs 
considerably from the “poly” paints used in the 1930s, and at times the Airflow club has 
discouraged this very high gloss appearance. Claar, below, mentions a strategy to reduce it. 
Ultimately, the level of gloss and metallic content in your car’s finish are the choice of the 
restorer. Excess of either has at times incurred a small penalty in ACA judging. 



What’s the color going to look like? 
In choosing a paint color, the restorer will want to know what the color is and what it will look 
like on the car. There are some resources: 

• Original paint charts for Airflows from various paint companies are sometimes available at 
auto swap meets or on eBay.com. Use caution in interpreting these as any indication of 
what the color will look like. Most have faded or darkened over the 80 or more years since 
they were printed. 

• There are on-line paint data bases available, for example, paintref.com. These can be 
searched for most early colors. For example, searching for 1936 DeSoto Autumn Gold yields 
paint code IM 1518, shows a small, onscreen color chip, and indicates that the same mix 
was used on several other cars, often with a different name. In this case, you learn that 
Chrysler in 1932 and 33, and Graham in 1934 offered this color naming it Golden Tan; that 
1935, 36, and 38 Dodge (as well as 1936 Nash) offered it as Golden Beige, and that 1936-37 
Chrysler offered it as Delmonte Biege. Paintref.com also offers equivalent paints from 
several manufactures, and can be helpful to finding the actual modern equivalent color. 

• In the next section is a discussion of Airflow paint and colors by Ellis Claar. Besides his 
discussion of appropriate color substitution, he presents modern paint colors he judged (in 
1973, updated in about 1990) to be equivalent. These paints can, in most cases, be ordered 
from an automotive paint supplier. 

• Perhaps the best way to visualize how your Airflow will look is to see one painted that color 
in the last few years. The best place to see such cars is to attend an Airflow Club national 
meet.  

• Most restorers find it worth the expense to get a “paint spray-out” for a few of the colors 
they are considering. This shows what the paint itself will look like much better than a color 
chip. 

Here now are the paint codes presented in the 1963 Chrysler “Story of the Airflow Cars.” Note 
that they include fender, stripe, and wheel colors. In some cases, the Chrysler Historical vehicle 
build sheet show some variance from this table. For example, one 1936 DeSoto build sheet 
shows Casino Red for the stripe instead of the Chinese Red listed in the table. Actual cars built 
differed in some cases from the color combinations shown.  

 

 

  

http://www.ebay.com/
https://paintref.com/




  



 

Ellis Claar’s Work 
 
Ellis Claar spent many years researching Chrysler records and available paint, and he 
documented his work from time to time in the Airflow Newsletter. In his many years as Chief 
Judge, he saw paint technology evolve, and he sometimes revised his original work. Sadly, Ellis 
passed in 2018, but his work survives as some of the most detailed and careful research 
available to Airflow restorers. Airflow Club judges frequently refer to it as they evaluate 
correctness or authenticity at Airflow Club national meets. 
 
The article below is from the ACA Quick Reference Guide, which can be found on the club 
website, www.airflowclub.com. In it, Claar presents his recommendations for painting an 
Airflow, along with his best estimate of “offset colors”, colors available for more modern cars 
that were as close as you could get at the time to the named originals. While in some cases they 
are now decades old, they are worth considering in painting an Airflow. His article is entitled 
“Modern Paint Color Substitutions for 1934 Chrysler and DeSoto Airflows.” 
  

http://www.airflowclub.com/
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