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Appendix B: Exterior Trim and Striping 
 
Airflow exterior trim, including grilles, cowl grilles, bright moldings, hood ornaments, paint 
stripes and pin stripes, and wheel trim varied between makes and from year to year. This 
appendix explains the basic differences, which are in many cases illustrated by photographs in 
Appendix D. The drawings are taken from the Airflow Club’s Quick Reference Guide, which is 
available for purchase from the Club Store and can be downloaded from airflowclub.com.  
 

Configuration and Hood Ornament  
Figure 1 illustrates the primary differences between Airflow makes and models independent of 
year. The external spare tire with cover were used on all 1934 and 1935 models. For 1936 and 
later, the “bustle back” body incorporated an exterior trunk on both makes. As indicated in the 
figure, DeSotos and regular (CU C1, C9) Chryslers are essentially the same car from the firewall 
back. The Chryslers are longer ahead of the firewall as they all have 8-cylinder engines, whereas 
the DeSotos have the shorter 6. Chrysler Imperials of all years have about 5 inches more 
wheelbase. The extra length is visible at a glance in two places on sedans: the trailing edge of 
the rear doors is straight, rather than inlet to clear the rear fender on the shorter cars. And the 
rear quarter window has two panes – a fixed glass in front and an opening vent behind. Coupes 
lack the rear door, but the extra length can be seen in the longer front glass of the rear quarter 
window.  

Also shown in Figure 1 are the hood ornaments by year and make. The 1937 Chrysler has a fixed 
grille – it does not raise with the hood as the others do. Rotating the hood ornament 
counterclockwise unlatches the hood, which is then released by depressing the safety catch 
under the leading edge.  

Cowl Grilles and Louvres  
Figure 2 shows differences in cowl grilles for the different models, along with a detail drawing 
of how the fabric tops are installed. Note that the stainless cowl side moldings for SG and C17 
are the same part number. The other model cowl trims are unique. 

Radiator Grilles and Conversions 
Figure 3 illustrates the evolution of radiator grilles over the 4 years of production. For some 
models, the hoods and grilles could be interchanged with others of a different year. It’s easy to 
check though, that the cowl trim (Figure 2) is for the same year as the radiator grille in this 
figure. 

Headlights and Bumpers 
Figures 4 and 5 illustrate the variation in headlight trim and bumpers over the years of Chrysler 
and Desoto production, respectively. 

https://www.airflowclub.com/events-1
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Figure 1: Airflow body differences: how to tell them apart. (Figure continued on next page) 



 3 

 

  

Figure 1 continued and Figure 2: Cowl trim differences among Airflow models 
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Figure 3: Airflow radiator grille variation by year. 
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Figure 4: Chrysler headlight door and bumper trim by year 
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Figure 5: Desoto headlight and bumper trim 
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Exterior Side Trim 
 

Original equipment stainless and pinstripe trim varied 
across makes and years, and in a few cases, within 
model years.  

• 1934 Chrysler belt molding was two, slim, 
stainless strips extending from just forward of the 
A pillar toward the rear, curving downward to 
about a third the way to the rear bumper. Cowl 
grilles each have two stainless trim strips near the 
horizontal edges. 

• Early 1935 Chryslers used the same belt molding 
as 1934. In spring, dealers were encouraged to 
steer customers toward a triple 5/16” paint stripe 
comprising a 1/8” accent stripe bordered by 
slightly separated 1/16” stripes above and below, 
extending the length of the car from front apron 
to rear. Stainless remained available. Cowl grilles 
had body color 

 
 

• 1936 Chryslers had a slim stainless belt molding 
over a wider, fluted molding. The lower molding 
had paint in the two fluted grooves. The fluted 
molding was also used on the running board edge 
but without paint.  

 

 

 

• 1937 Chrysler used a single, simple, wider (about 
3/4”) stainless belt molding. Early 1937 Chrysler 
C17s used the same running board moldings as 
1936. Midyear a change was made to a simpler 
design very similar to the belt molding.  
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• 1934 DeSoto had a single slim stainless trim molding 
at the level of the door handles, ending just past the 
rear quarter window.  

 

 

 

 

 

• 1935 DeSoto had a bisected paint stripe extending 
from the front splash pan to the lower edge of the 
body at back. The stripe measured about 3/16” in 
width with a contrasting pinstripe running down the 
center. Stainless belt moldings were not used.  

 

 

 

 

• 1936 DeSoto has bisected paint stripe similar to 
1935 DeSoto, measuring about 3/16” in width and 
bisected by a pin stripe of contrasting accent color. 
It is placed about 1/2" below the creasein the sheet 
metal. The fluted stainless belt molding is similar to 
the 1936 Chrysler’s but with a single depressed 
flute, painted with the primary accent color.  
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Wheel Trim 
 

1934 Chrysler Blue, black, sand, brown, or gray, 
depending on body color. No pinstripe. 

 

1935 Chrysler Same as body, with black optional for red 
body paint. Paint stripe in accent color 
1/4" wide, bisecting the valve stem hole. 

 
1936 Chrysler Accent color sunburst with dual pinstripes 

intersecting valve stem. 

 
1937 Chrysler Single pinstripe at valve with single 

pinstripe surrounding hubcap 

  
1934 DeSoto Black, green, blue, brown, or gray, 

depending on body color. No stripe. 
 

1935 DeSoto Accent color stripe 1/4” wide bisecting the 
valve-stem hole similar to 1935 Chrysler; 
wheels painted body color 
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1936 DeSoto Bisected, two-color sunburst around 
hubcap accenting artillery wheel spokes. 
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