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FOREWORD  
To the March 22, 2020 Draft  

 
The Airflow Restorer’s Guide presents a collection of information intended to guide the repair, 
maintenance, and restoration of Airflow automobiles. Created in 2020, it owes much of its 
content to preceding editions of the Airflow Club of America’s Standards of Correctness manual, 
especially to the latest, 2014, edition. Work began on the revision in summer 2018. 

The Airflow Restorer’s Guide corrects a small number of errors and omissions in the 2014 
Standards of Correctness. More than that, it separates the specifications and descriptions of 
original Airflow configuration (now in Volume I: Standards of Correctness) from the show 
judging policies contained in the earlier work (now in Volume II: Judging). In doing so, the new 
Airflow Restorer’s Guide supports easy transfer of the requirements and characteristics in 
Volume I to the example judging sheets in Volume II. This helps ensure that judging is fair 
(consistent) across models and years of all Airflows. 

 A clear lesson in preparing the Restorer’s Guide, along with its predessors, was that not all 
Airflows of a given make and year were identically configured. In addition to the collection of 
factory or dealer-added accessories and options offered, there were documented changes in 
mid-model year. Many of the best surviving photos of new Airflows are of preproduction 
models that differed in some details from the production cars that followed. Assembly of cars 
was labor-intensive, and the labor was provided by people, rarely by a single person. 
Differences in detail (for example, as in the design and precise location of body pinstripes) have 
been noted in surviving original cars, and they are understandable.  

Despite these realities, it is the goal and purpose of the Airflow Club to encourage restorers to 
return their Airflows to their original configuration, so far as that is possible and practical. I 
hope that this work makes that a bit easier. 

Many thanks are due to Airflow Club members, current and past Chief Judges, active restorers 
and owners for their contributions to this work. Jon Clulow, John Spinks, Ron Robbel, John 
Heimerl, Phil Putnam, and Bruce Wallin have all been particularly helpful in sorting out the 
data, and many more have contributed to reviewing and improving the emerging lists and 
tables as we went along.  

Errors and omissions no doubt remain, and I hope that as they are identified, a future revision 
of this work will make it even better.  

 

John Boyd, editor    
San Diego, California 
 
Cover: The cover photo was taken by the editor at Somerset House during the 56th ACA 
National Meet in Charlottesville, Virginia.  

  



 
 

Introduction 
A major goal of the Airflow Club of America is to foster the preservation of historically accurate 
Chrysler and DeSoto automobiles. As these cars continue to age, deterioration affects nearly all 
of them, and many members of the ACA are, thankfully, involved in preserving and restoring 
these cars. At many points in the repair, reconstruction, renovation, and finishing processes, 
restorers need to know how these cars were built. What did they look like when they left the 
factory and when they were delivered to their first owner?  

The Airflow Club has attempted for many years to document certain details about the cars that 
could help owners retain, or restore, authenticity. A series of booklets called the “Standards of 
Correctness” was created to try to capture details that might have been obvious to forbears 
that built, maintained, or sold these cars. The present work, the Airflow Restoration Guide, is an 
update of these efforts. It takes a slightly revised direction, however, separating original 
characteristics and requirements into this volume, Volume I: Standards of Correctness, and 
judging rules and information into the separate Volume II: Judging. It also aligns the described 
requirements and groups of requirements across models to the maximum extent possible to 
support fairness in competitive judging: the same things will normally be evaluated across every 
year and make, using insofar as possible, consistent scoring.  

If you are restoring or maintaining an Airflow automobile, the ACA encourages you to make it 
as original as possible and to use the highest standards of workmanship you can. This guide will 
provide the basics. Additional information can be obtained at annual Airflow Club national 
meets, where you can talk with other owners, take photographs, observe (or volunteer for) 
judging of cars, and participate in technical forums held at nearly all of them. Many of these 
same benefits are available at regional ACA gatherings, and technical tips published in the club 
newsletter will also prove useful. Keep your membership current to learn of these events! A 
good deal of expert advice and technical detail is available on the ACA website 
(www.airflowclub.com) and in the discussion forum at www.airflowcars.groups.io. The 
comprehensive Quick Reference Guide for Airflows, created many years ago but still available 
from the ACA Store and (for viewing and download) on the website, provides some great 
introductory details and some very useful tips for restorers and maintainers. Of particular note 
is the advice on repainting Airflows, including lists of original stock colors and trim and 
suggested more modern paint equivalents.   

 

About Airflow Club Judging 
 
Many Airflow owners elect to bring their cars to the annual national meets. The Club 
encourages judging of Airflows on these occasions. The purpose of judged competitions is to 

http://www.airflowclub.com/
http://www.airflowcars.groups.io/


encourage authenticity and high standards of workmanship in the preservation and restoration 
of Chrysler and DeSoto Airflows. Judging of cars at national meets is intended to be based on 
the Airflow Restoration Guide, Volume I: Standards of Correctness. Thus, if you follow this 
Standards of Correctness in improving your Airflow, and follow the desired “high standards of 
workmanship” recommended, your car will be ready and might do very well. Not all owners 
submit their Airflows for judging, but there are some good reasons to do so. During judging, 
experts will carefully examine your car and evaluate the degree to which it is consistent with its 
original configuration, and where it needs improvement. From their evaluation, you will gain 
invaluable insight into how to further improve your car. And there are awards! 

Judged Airflows are accountable for all requirements in Volume I of the Airflow Restoration 
Guide. Time constraints, however, may not permit careful judging of every requirement on 
every car, but a serious attempt will be made to check each one.  

What’s New? 
The passing of time and further research into the history of Airflows have revealed additional 
details about their construction. Like its predecessors, this Guide undoubtedly contains errors 
and incompleteness. During the 2020 revision, attention was focused on rearranging the 
information in the previous edition to make future improvements easier, and these errors can 
now more easily be corrected.  

The table below lists some of the most important changes made in this revision. Requirements 
pertaining to the CW series, all years, which were formerly mixed in with the 1934-1937 
Chrysler sections, are now separated out into a new section. Some requirements have been 
altered from similar requirements in previous editions based, in nearly every case, on further 
research. In other cases, the requirements were rearranged to make comparison across models 
easier. Note the new Car Overall group. The changes below affect both Volume I and Volume II 
of the Restorer’s Guide. 

 
Group Title Edits and Comments 
Overall  Bolts and screws Collected and limited deductions for incorrect fasteners 

Overall Modernizations Collected non-original modifications into a single 
requirement 

Chassis Muffler Split from Exhaust entry 

Chassis Tires Separated tires from wheels requirement 

Chassis Tools Moved tools to main section from former Appendix H 

Chassis Transmission / Overdrive / 
Driveline 

Corrected SG. Only S2 has the unit transmission/OD. 

Chassis Wheels Separated wheels from tire requirements. 

Engine Air cleaner Updated uncertain paint colors. 

Engine Carburetor Added original carb model for DeSotos. 

Engine Distributor Corrected tag color for some models. 
Engine Engine bay Revised cup washer finish to natural or black all models. 

Body color is still debated. 



Engine Engine dust pans Changed name. Added hole discussion for 36/37 Chryslers. 

Engine Fuel supply Moved electric pump discussion to judging volume. 
Engine Generator Corrected some tag colors. Debate continues. 
Engine Horns Added serpentine tube to 36-37 Chryslers and trumpets to 

S2. 
Engine Hoses / clamps Separated heater hoses and relaxed clamp requirement in 

view of dealer (not factory) installation of heaters. 
Engine Manifolds Deleted paint requirement on exhaust manifold for most 

models 
Engine Spark plugs / wires Added Champion plugs per parts lists. 

Engine Wheelhouse cover 36-37 cars were available with black or body color 
wheelhouse cover panels. 

Exterior Bumpers / guards / rear 
fender gravel deflectors  

Modified color options per parts lists. Note early photos 
often show painted bumper bracketry. 

Exterior Doors Added door weatherstrip requirements. 

Exterior Fenders Combined fender lining and welt with Fenders. 
Exterior Headlight doors Added specification for headlight doors 
Exterior Radiator grille New entry 

Exterior Running boards Moved to main section from former appendix. 

Exterior Wheel shields Moved fender lining to Fenders 
Interior Battery box Added detail; corrected color to allow brown. 
Interior Headliner Moved into main section from old Appendix F 
Interior Instruments Added requirements for SG and S2 
Interior Pedals / shift lever Corrected some pedal cover colors to match parts lists. 
Interior Seats (cushion / back) Added seat requirements for some models. 

Volume I Organization 
The following eight sections of Volume I lay out the requirements and characteristics of each 
Airflow make and year: 
1934 Chrysler CU-CV-CX-CY  
1935 Chrysler C1-C2-C3 
1936 Chrysler C9-C10-C11 
1937 Chrysler C17 
1934 DeSoto SE 
1935 DeSoto SG 
1936 DeSoto S2 
Chrysler CW, all years. 
 

Appendices 
The 2014 edition of the Standards of Correctness contained several appendices for 
supplemental information. Unfortunately, some of these were never completed. Others 
contained material that is now covered in the Groups and Requirements of the various models 
and are therefore unnecessary for this revision. The table below compares the former, 2014, 
and present, 2020, appendices.  



 
 2014 Appendix 2014? 2020 Appendix Remarks 

A Body Colors No Paint and Colors  
B Tops No Exterior Trim and Striping From former C and D 

C Striping  No Accessories Includes heater, 
radio, tools 

D Wheel Striping  No Interior and Exterior 
Finishes 

From 2014 

E Tail Light Assembles and 
Lenses 

No Lighting Assemblies Front and rear 

F Interior and Exterior 
Finishes 

Yes Electrical and Other 
Components 

Formerly K 

G Heater No   

H Tools No   

I Fuel and Radiator Caps No   

J Lenses: Headlight, Taillight, 
Parking 

No   

K Operating Equipment 
Electrical Components 
Windshield Wipers 
Shock Absorbers 
Carburetors 

Yes   

L History of Walter P. 
Chrysler Awards 

Yes   
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