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Greetings, Fellow Airflowers!
Many of you will recognize our own John Spinks on the cover 

of this, the first issue of 2014. John is a perennial “First Responder” to 
all sorts of Airflow queries. I once asked John how he knew so much 
about Airflows, and he answered “I grew up with ‘em!”. John’s father 
owned two Airflows, and John is currently restoring the C9 coupe 
which has been in the family for so many years. In the cover photo, 
John is bringing back to life the C11 limousine which found its way 
to Australia. That task has been completed and this splendid and rare 
Airflow is being driven and maintained regularly  ‘Down Under’!

please remember to renew if you haven’t done so already! 
2013 was a strong year in terms of new members, and if we don’t lose 
too many members during the renewal process, it’s possible that we’ll 
see some growth in our Club. We’ll have the numbers for you in the 
next issue.

We’ve lost harDy trolanDer, longtime active member and a 
true, true gentleman. Due to Hardy’s contribution to our Club, we are 
devoting just a bit more space to his obituary than usual. On a personal 
note I can share that I met Hardy on a professional basis before I joined 
the Airflow Club. I later got to know him better as a result of informal 
conversations at ACA Meets. Hardy and I were chatting at a Meet about 
five years ago, and the Club was enduring one of its periodic raging 
debates about some matter which I do not recall. I asked Hardy if he 
had strong feelings one way or the other, and his reply was words to 
the effect that  “I’ve always felt that given the small size of our Club, the 
most important thing is to keep the Club together rather than win the 
argument.”  Wise words from a wise man.

please note the reviseD meet Dates on page 3 of 
this issue. Details and a registration form will be found in the next 
Newsletter. Mark your calendars now!

Finally, please forgive what might be perceived as a bit of ‘self-
backpatting’ on the final page of this Newsletter. Some of you know 
that my C2 coupe was honored to win the WPC Cup at the National 
WPC Meet last year. I’ve been a member of the WPC Club for 34 years, 
and I can’t recall the last time an Airflow drove home with a major 
award – although I am sure that it has happened! But any time ANY 
Airflow competes against a few hundred other Mopars and takes 
home the top prize, that’s news! Next time, I hope that it’s one of your 

cars on the cover of the WPC Newsletter!
Airflowingly,

The AIRFLOW CLUB OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED 
is a non-profit organization founded in June 1962. The Club is 
dedicated to the preservation, restoration, exhibition, and use of 
Chrysler and DeSoto Airflow cars and Dodge Airflow trucks.

The AIRFLOW NEWSLETTER, published six times each year, 
is the official publication of the Airflow Club of America. The 
opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
Airflow Club of America’s official policy. All manuscripts, articles, 
letters and ads are subject to being edited. 
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“While you can’t budget for invention, if you put enough technical people 
together and give them enough freedom, an invention will occur.”

~ Hardy Trolander

Long term ACA Member and past President (’74 
– ’78) Hardy Trolander passed away peacefully at his 
home in the presence of family and friends on October 
11, 2013.  We shall miss him greatly.

Hardy was a leader within our organization, not 
only when he was President but also when he served in 
various other positions and even as a member at large.  
Hardy was responsible for the incorporation of the 
ACA, which is why we remain incorporated in Ohio.  
Hardy was rarely the most outspoken member during 
Club related conversations; he was often a mediator and 
Hardy simply “got the job done”.  

Hardy grew up in a colorful environment – the 
south side of Chicago during prohibition.  He was an in-
quisitive boy and began ‘taking things apart’ at a young 
age.  In 1933-34, Hardy went to the Chicago World’s 
Fair.  Perhaps he saw his first Airflow there?  His tech-
nical curiosity certainly would have made the Airflow 
attractive to him.  

Initially attending Purdue, Hardy transferred to 
Antioch College in 1940.  His education was interrupted 
by WWII and Hardy served in the Army Air Corps and 
was commissioned as a communications officer.  When 

he returned to Antioch, he 
completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree, specializing 
in electrical engineering.

Shortly after gradu-
ation, Hardy married 
Gene Davenport.  Their 
marriage lasted 54 years.  
While teaching physics, Hardy and some of his Antioch 
colleagues began (in Hardy’s words) “tinkering with 
instrumentation”.  Space does not permit an explana-
tion of his accomplishments, but he went on to found 
YSI (Yellow Springs Instrument) company. Hardy was 
part engineer, inventor, businessman and civic leader.  
Successful beyond his dreams, he always devoted much 
time and effort to various civil rights and other efforts.  
In his later years, Hardy was a significant donor to  
Antioc College.   Many years ago, Hardy and Gene 
donated their 1935 Chrysler C2 Imperial Airflow to 
the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.  This 
stunning automobile is a tribute to both the Airflow 
marque and to Hardy and Gene’s generosity. 

Rest in peace, Hardy.

CHANGE OF DATES 
FOR THE 2014 AIRFLOW CLUB OF AMERICA NATIONAL MEET
 

Club Secretary Doug Conran advised Meet Host Chandler Smith that the 2014 ACA National Meet 
conflicted with the AACA Grand Nationals, and that numerous Airflow Club Members were regular 
participants at the AACA gathering.  Since we had discussed two sets of dates for the 2014 Meet,  
we have decided to accommodate this conflict by moving to the alternate set of dates discussed.  

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
THE 2014 ACA NATIONAL MEET WILL BE HELD FROM JUNE 25-29 

IN SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI!  

HARDY ZOBEL TROLANDER 
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In the spring of 1999 I received a phone call from a per-
son in Sutter Creek California wanting to sell a 1935 DeSoto 
SG sedan. My wife Nancy and I drove to his house the next 
weekend (about a 3 hour drive each way) to look at the car 
which was completely disassembled and more work than I 
wanted to tackle. On the drive home I remembered an SG 
coupe that was located in the Niles area of Fremont (about 
45 minutes from our home). I also knew that the owner had 
recently died. I contacted his widow and arrangements were 
made to see the coupe in the presence of a mutual friend. I 
made her an offer which was accepted and trailered it home 
the next weekend.

This car had been restored by a previous owner in the 
late 1980s and had many incorrect features. After joining 
the Airflow Club I was able to locate some back issues of 
the Newsletter and there was an ad in the April 1990 issue 
for this car where it was described as a Business Coupe. 
Since there were only 70 SG Business Coupes built, I wrote 
to Chrysler Historical for the build sheet which confirmed 
that it was a Business Coupe built in July 1935. Since the 
restoration had so many incorrect features (wrong color, 
wrong upholstery material, wrong carpet, etc.) and the fact 
only 70 Business Coupes were built, I decided to restore the 
car back to the original. The build sheet showed that the 
original color was Iceland Green Poly and that the car had 

an optional Business 
Coupe Rear Seat Pack-
age (which was in the 
car).

In October of 2008 
I trailered the coupe to 
Phil Putnam and asked 
him to go through 
the mechanicals and 
install the new wiring 
harness and brakes. I 
got it back from Phil in 
January 2009 and his 
opinion was that the 

engine, transmission, overdrive and rear end had less than 
1000 miles. In February I made arrangements with a body 
shop in Campbell California to do the body work, any rust 
repair and paint. Since the seats and door/quarter panels 
were at the upholstery shop and the chrome plating was be-
ing done, I told the body shop I needed to have the car back 
by June 1 in order to have it ready for the August 2009 ACA 
meet in Tacoma Washington. Unfortunately I did not get it 
back until the second week in August and was unable to get 
it to the meet. I had also told the shop that I did not want 
the paint to have the high gloss wet look of the modern cars 
so they added a flattening agent to the paint which resulted 
in the paint having no gloss at all. This caused me to lose 
interest in working on the car for a while.

At the 2011 ACA meet in Durango Colorado I met 
Jon Carson (son of long time ACA member “Kit” Carson) 
who has a body shop in Woodinville Washington and had 
done the body work and paint on Frank Daly’s C-2 coupe. 
I trailered the car to him in August, got an estimate for the 
work and returned home. Unfortunately they found numer-
ous hidden problems when they stripped the paint which 
resulted in the original estimate almost quadrupling over 
the original estimate. Since I wanted to do this coupe cor-
rectly I gave the OK to complete the work. It was completed 
the first week in January 2012 and I picked it up late on a 
Friday night. Saturday morning I checked all the tie downs 
and headed for home. I stopped at a rest stop an hour later 
and went to the trailer to check on the car. Opening the side 
door I found the coupe up against the work bench in the 
front of the trailer, the rear tie down had come apart. After 
some choice words, I called Jon, turned around and took it 
back to him. I then headed back home without the car.

Fortunately I had insurance on the Airflow which 
covered the repair cost and I was able to locate an NOS SG 
grille at Don’s Antique Auto Parts in Niles (The town where 
I had bought the car).

The first week of February I headed back to pick up the 
car. This time the trip back was uneventful. I left the car 
with Phil Putnam to install the engine and transmission 
which I left with him on my way to pick up the car. After 

By Dennis Pitchford

A Restoration Story

Youch! Inspect your 
tiedowns carefully! See A Restoration Story - page 5
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getting the car home, I started working to get it ready for 
the meet to be held in San Jose in September 2012. How-
ever, since Nancy and I were hosting this meet I ran out of 
time to complete all that needed to be done but I decided 
to trailer it to the meet (without the side and rear glass, 
door and quarter panel upholstery not installed, etc.) and 
was able to win 2nd Place in the 1935 Class. After the meet 
I focused on the areas of point loss and corrected them. 
When it was announced that the National DeSoto Club 
meet would be held July 17-21, 2012 in Lake Elmo Min-
nesota and the Airflow Club meet held in Fairborn Ohio 
the following week, I decided to trailer the coupe to both 

meets. At the NDC meet we scored 391 out of 400 points 
for 2nd Place in the Pre-War Class and were also awarded 
the People’s Choice. At the ACA meet we scored 399 out of 
400 points winning 1st Place 1935 and the WPC award for 
highest scoring Airflow. On October 26 we took the car to 
the AACA Fall Meet in Palm Springs, California where we 
received a First Junior Award.

I would like to thank the following ACA members who 
provided me with much needed advice, missing parts and 
support: Chuck Cochran, Frank Daly, John Heimerl, Neal 
Jacquot, John Librenjak, Phil Putnam, Chandler Smith and 
John Spinks. I apologize if I have left anyone out.

continued from page 4

A Restoration Story

The 
Pitchford’s 

award 
winning 

Desoto SG

Ralph & JJ Allen
6 Ashwood Road
South Salem, NY 10590
914-763-6639  cell: 914-462-2339
ralph@bestconadvisors.us  
1936 DeSoto S-2 4-door Sedan, 
5089128, S2S-1070 (from Richard 
Fishman) 

Henry & Naomi Arras
45510 El Prado Road
Temecula, CA 92590
951-587-9834; cell: 951-840-0911
henryarras@gmail.com
1935 Chrysler C-1 Coupe 6601932, 
C1-1753 (from Terry Brinson)

Bob Becker
RR #1  Mount Forest, Ontario, 
Canada N0G 2L0
519-323-4218
robertbecker@sympatico.ca
1937 Chrysler C-17 Coupe

Rob & Paulella Burchill
5955 Picnic Woods Road
Jefferson, MD 21755
240-344-2922 (cell)
hattiesgarage@comcast.net
1934 Chrysler CU 4-door 9755181, 
CU-1842

Jerry & Cheryl Donlon
2043 Grandview Road, 
Decorah, IA 52101
563-419-0912 (cell)
jaygeedon@hotmail.com
1935 DeSoto SG 4-door Sedan, 
5087616,  
SGS-5943 (from Gregg Grudem)

Loren & Jody Hulber
7250 Saint Peter’s Road
Macungie, PA 18062
610-967-6044; cell: 610-216-9540
lhulber@ptd.net
No Car

Thomas Klein
Paul-Trappen Street 29
Trier, Germany D-54292
+352 621 237365 (cell)
patroni@gmx.de
No Car

John & Diane Larson
802 Garfield Avenue
South Pasadena, CA 91030
626-590-0523 (cell)
jlarson@socal.rr.com
No Car

Drew Messner
N7711 County Road I (letter i)
Fond du Lac, WI 54937
920-517-1202
drewmessner26@gmail.com
1935 Chrysler C-1 4-door Sedan, 
C13949,  
C1-2949

John Pavlic
5561 Kinsman Road
Middlefield, OH 44062
440-693-4351
31seriesqe@gmail.com
No Car

Lee Schaller
378 Perkins Street
Sonoma, CA 95476
707-996-4519;  cell: 707-337-8050
toyfarm@webtv.net
1935 DeSoto 4-door 
(modified-350 V8)

Marion “Mike” Seghers
144 Garden Road, River Ridge, LA 
70123-2442
504-258-8885 (cell)
mjseghers@bellsouth.net
No Airflow (has a 1935 Airstream)

Welcome New Members
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Bendix car’s designer, Bill Ortwig, used DeSoto Airflow grille and 
headlight rims, but otherwise resemblance to Airflows is purely 
coincidental.

Nope, it’s not an Airflow. Bendix Corp. built this front-drive one-on 
in 1934. Until now, it’s never been shown or written arbout in this 
country. It stood hidden in a South Bend shed for 30 years until a 
young Bendix supervisor dragged it out and restored his remark-
able find.

1934 Bendix SWC

Yes, IT DOES LOOK like a Chrysler or DeSoto Airflow, 
but no, it’s not one, and no, the project had nothing to do 
with Chrysler at all. Its resemblance to the Airflow is purely 
coincidental.

This is a one-off, a prototype, no telling how seriously in-
tended for production. It was code named the “SWC.” these 
initials standing for Steel Wheel Corp. But there never was 
a Steel Wheel Corp. it was merely a front name dreamed up 
by the Bendix Aviation Corp. of South Bend, Ind. Bendix was 
behind the building of this car.

The Bendix SWC was begun in 1932 and finished in 
1934. It’s chocked full of innovations: front-wheel drive, pre-
selector gearbox, 4-wheel independent suspension, a boxed 
platform chassis with subframes fore and aft, partly alumi-
num body, condensate cooling system, and quite a bit more.

Before detailing the details, though, here’s how the car 
came to be.

Vincent Bendix, the man who invented the Bendix 
starter drive, had long wanted to manufacture an automobile. 
He did bring one out in 1907: the Bendix car, based on the 
1907 Triumph, but this venture collapsed in 1909. His starter 
drive made him rich when Chevrolet adopted it in 1914, and 
Bendix soon branched out into braking systems. His com-
pany became the first large scale manufacturer of automotive 
hydraulic brakes.

In 1929, Bendix renamed his burgeoning empire the 
Bendix Aviation Corp., although it had almost no aircraft 
business then, and he began buying up other, smaller com-
panies. Today we call it diversifying. Before his buying spree 
ended, Bendix found himself with 139 interrelated compa-
nies, among them Stromberg carburetors, Scintilla magne-
tos, Pioneer instruments, and Bragg-Kliesrath vacuum brake 
boosters.

The acquisition of Bragg-Kliesrath brought Victor Klies-
rath into Bendix. Kliesrath was an all-around engineer with a 
penchant for motorboat racing. Over the years he would win 
the American Gold Cup three times, the President’s Gold 
Cup once, and the International Sweepstakes (he would also 
be badly burned when his Hotsy Totsy II blew up and sank 

in the St. Joseph, Mich., harbor). Vincent Bendix, too, liked 
fast boats, fast airplanes, and fast cars, so he and Kliesrath 
became fast friends. Bendix made Vic Kliesrath a director 
and vice president in charge of engineering.

When the old Peerless Motor Car Co. ended production 
in June 1931, Bendix took over its Cleveland plant and seri-
ously thought about producing a car there. This wasn’t the 
time, he realized, but anticipating better days, Bendix figured 
he’d develop a car for the future. His first thoughts, rein-
forced by Kliesrath, were to bring out a compact sedan.

Under Kliesrath at Bendix was a young engineer named 
Alfred M. Ney. Ney and Kliesrath had been good friends 
for some time, having met when Ney worked for Packard 
in 1924-25. Mr. Ney is now 70 years old, lives in San Diego, 
retired recently from Convair, and is now busy building an 
airplane of his own design at Montgomery Field near San 
Diego.

We interviewed Mr. Ney, and parts of that conversation 
follow:
SIA: Could you tell me how the project got started?
Ney: I had been quite interested in front-wheel-drive cars for 
many years. When Victor Kliesrath became vice president 
of engineering at Bendix, he got Vincent Bendix interested. 
Vincent Bendix always had it in the back of his mind to go 
into automobile manufacturing. He owned at the time the 
old Peerless plant in Cleveland. So one day Kliesrath sent for 
me and told me there might be a chance to perhaps build a 

By Michael Lamm, Editor 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article originally appeared in Special Interest Autos #8, Nov./Dec. 1971. It is reprinted with permission of Hemmings Motor News.
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car, a very radical light car with all the ideas I had been want-
ing to see. It had to be kept very secret, though.
SIA: Why?
Ney: Well, of course Bendix didn’t dare go into competition 
with all his customers. Bendix was by then one of the nation’s 
biggest independent supplier of automotive components 
to the big Detroit automakers. So the whole thing was kept 
extremely secret. The car was supposed to have been manu-
factured under the name of Steel Wheel Corp.
SIA: Was there ever actually a Steel Wheel Corp. and did it 
ever make wheels or anything else?
Ney: No, it was a new corporation set up expressly for the 
car.
SIA: Who designed the car? Where was it built?
Ney: I designed it. At first I was all alone in a little cottage 
in Lakeside, Mich., living almost like a recluse. After about 
six months, after I got the preliminary design done, we got a 
little shop in St. Joe, Mich., near Benton Harbor. That’s where 
we built the whole car. I had a crew of about half a dozen 
people then. Nobody outside our group was supposed to 
know about the car—not even people in the Bendix plant.
SIA: Who else helped build the car?
Ney: Foremost was Otto Capra, who was also Kliesrath’s 
chief mechanic on his racing boats. Otto is 81 now and lives 
in New York. He’s one of the finest mechanics I’ve ever
known, with an exceptional intuitive appreciation of engi-
neering problems. Then there was also Nathan Byer and 
Charles Lair, both outstanding mechanics. Fred Thomer and 
I—we did all the engineering. Ed Hupp did the upholstering. 
He was with Studebaker in South Bend. His widow still lives 
there.

SPECIFICATIONS
1934 Bendix SWC 4-door sedan 

 Price when new   .  .  .  . $84,000 to build—1932-1934 .
 Current valuation  .  .  . None given .
 Options   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . None .
ENGINE
 Type  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Continental L-head, in-line 6, cast-iron block, water   
   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . cooled, 4 mains, full pressure lubrication .
 Bore & stroke   .  .  .  .  .  . 3 .0 x 4 .0 in .
 Displacement   .  .  .  .  .  . 169 .5 cid .
 Max . bhp @ rpm  .  .  .  . 86 @ 4000 .
 Max . torque @ rpm   . 142 @ 2400 .
 Compression ratio   .  . 8 .O .1
 Induction system   .  .  .  2-bbl . Stromberg EE-1 downdraft carb, twin duct manifold, 

electric fuel pump .
 Exhaust system  .  .  .  .  . Cast-iron manifold, single muffler .
 Electrical system   .  .  . 6-volt battery/coil (Delco-Remy) .
CLUTCH
 Type  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Single dry plate, woven asbestos lining .
 Diameter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 .0 in .
 Actuation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Foot pedal, hydraulic assist .
TRANSMISSION
 Type  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Synchromesh 3-speed manual, Warner gears, electro-vac pre-

selector on steering column .
 Ratios: 1st  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 .819:1 .
  2nd   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 .604:1 .
 3rd  1 .000:1 .
  Reverse   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 .383:1 .
DIFFERENTIAL
 Type  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Transaxle, worm-gear final drive .
 Ratio  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 .29:1 .
 Drive axles   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Front, halfshafts, Weiss-jointed at each end .
STEERING
 Type   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ross cam & lever, twin steering arms .
 Turns lock to lock   .  .  . 1-7/8 .
 Ratio   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 .5:1
 Turn circle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46 ft .
BRAKES
 Type   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bendix hydraulic, 4-wheel drums, internal expanding, duo-servo, 

cylinder anchor .
 Drum diameter   .  .  .  . 8 .0 in .
 Total lining area  .  .  .  . 144 .O sq . in .
CHASSIS & BODY
 Frame   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Large box-section central member, subframes fore & aft .
 Body construction   .  .  Composite wood framing with steel and aluminum panels .
 Body style  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4-dr, 5-pass . sedan .
SUSPENSION
 Front .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Independent, lower A-arm, upper 1/4-elliptic leaf spring, friction 

shock, driven axle .
 Rear   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Independent, lower A-arm, upper 1/4-elliptic leaf spring, friction 

shock absorber .
 Tires  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . General Jumbo 14-in . tube type .
 Wheels   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Cast aluminum, drop-center rim, lug-bolted to brake drum 

perimeter .
WEIGHTS & MEASURES
 Wheelbase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 120 .0 in .
 Overall length  .  .  .  .  .  . 204 .0 in .
 Overall height  .  .  .  .  .  . 63 .0 in .
 Overall width   .  .  .  .  .  . 60 .0 in .
 Front tread   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52 .25 in .
 Rear tread  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51 .75 in .
 Ground clearance  .  .  . 6 .75 in
 Curb weight   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3560 lb .
CAPACITIES
 Crankcase   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 qt .
 Cooling system  .  .  .  .  . N . a .
 Fuel tank  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 gal . (8 each tank)

52.25 in

120.0 in

7.75 in
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SIA: Who did the actual styling of the body?
Ney: A fellow named Bill Ortwig—William F. Ortwig. He had 
been with Fisher Body, and they laid him off in 1932. Bendix 
hired him. He now lives in Benton Harbor.
[SIA talked to Mr. Ortwig, and he says he had no idea when 
he designed the SWC car what the Chrysler Airflow would 
look like. Considering that Chrysler still hadn’t firmed up 
the Airflow’s design in 1932, we’re sure the resemblance is 
coincidental.]
SIA: Tell me about building the body. Is it all aluminum?
Ney: No, the basic concept was predicated on the power and 
drive unit being mounted in an ultra-light, unitized, rigid, 
streamlined body shell. We were hoping for a curb weight 
of 1500-1700 pounds. I had discussed several possibilities of 
such a structure with my friend, Alan Leamy, who designed 
the Cord L-29 and several Auburns of the 1920s. I wanted to 
bring Leamy into our team, but Bendix and Kliesrath didn’t 
want to spend the time. They wanted to hurry the car up. 
So they got Bill Ortwig to design a conventional wood and 
sheetmetal body with an aluminum hood, fenders, doors, 
and skirts. The body was built at the Robinson boat yard in 
Benton Harbor with a few people from Studebaker.
SIA: How long did it take to build the car?
Ney: About 2-1/2 years.
SIA: I understand the car was taken to Europe when it was 
finished.

Ney: Yes, in fact I went ahead with 
Mr. Bendix and Mr. Kliesrath and 
saw the Paris salon and the Lon-
don show in 1934, but we didn’t 
take the car to either one of those. 
It was just being finished, and we 
shipped it to Southampton in Nov. 
1934. Capra went with it. Capra 
still had to work on it aboard ship, 
making minor adjustments. I met 
Capra in Southampton, and we 
drove the car to London together. 
SIA: To whom did you show the 
car?
Ney: We didn’t show it at the salons. We showed it to manu-
facturers.
SIA: Which ones?
Ney: Bentley and Alvis in England; Citroen, Peugeot,  
Renault, and Bugatti in France.

Bendix car’s power unit, photo-
graphed in 1933 before installation, 
uses Continental L-head 6, special 
transaxle, and hotbox over head. 
Distributor will later be concealed 
under aircleaner.

Happenstance dictated use of 
DeSoto headlights, grille, bumpers 
after body was 98% done.

Bendix sedan cost 
$84,000 to hand-
build. Great secrecy 
surrounded project 
because Vincent 
Bendix didn’t want 
his customers to 
fear that he was 
bringing out a car 
to compete with 
theirs. In 1933, 
Alfred Ney tested 
chassis, drive unit.
Aluminum /steel 
body was added 
immediately.

Stressed rubber bushings hold lower A -arms at trans, with Weiss-
jointed axles, upper springs.

Car was never shown in 
U.S., was taken overseas in 
1934 to sell Europeans on 
Bendix parts.

NEXT ISSUE - Why didn’t the car get publicity in US? 
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The Western Region

will do their tra
ditional

weekend gathering --

 most people will

arrive Friday evening

and depart Sunday

morning, but you are

free to extend your

stay on either end if

you wish.

We will all meet for a Group Dinner on
Saturday Night, February 22, at

Ricky's Restaurant,
2181 Hotel Circle Dr. S. (Next door to the Comfort Inn)
Ricky's is a "Country Cooking" style restaurant. You may choose from
any item on the menu…you might choose Roast Beef, Fish and Chips
or a Carne Asada Plate (if you prefer a Mexican meal) or their Famous

Apple Pancakes to name a few. Entrees come with salad or soup. They
have mouthwatering desserts to boot, along with "soft" beverages…beer
and wines. Everyone is responsible for picking up his/her own tabs.

We will meet at the Comfort Inn lobby at 6:15 p.m.
 and walk over together…Dress is casual or nice casual.

Make your hotel reservations at:

Comfort Inn Hotel Circle
2201 Hotel Circle South
San Diego, CA 92108

(Friday 2/21 and Saturday 2/22}

Call: (800)619-881-6800
Ask for the

"Airflow Special"
@$79.00* per night!

Contact Jim Lightfoot if you wish to park your 'flow at the Airflow Booth at the meet!

NOTICE: Contact Tom Prince
by February 19, 2014 at

(909)598-1086 and indicate how
many will be coming in your party.
Please bring your money/credit cards to the

restaurant on the night of
the dinner as there will be NO group

payment for the tabs this year.

Please join us for our annual
Western Region outing to

San Diego's 48th Annual
BIG 3 Auto Parts Exchange

at QualComm Stadium (I-8 at I-15)
February 21 - February 23, 2014

(Shopper's hours are 8:00 am to 5:00 pm on Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

*plus applicable taxes

Ricky's
Restaurant is
located just east
of the Comfort
Inn and is within
easy walking
distance

1
6
3

Interstate 8

Interstate 5

163

94

San
Diego

Hotel
Circle Dr.

South

Ricky's

Qualcomm
Stadium

Taylor
Street COMFORT

INN HOTEL
CIRCLE

Interstate 5

Taylor
Street
Exit

N

New Hotel

This Year!
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ORDERING INFORMATION
Items guaranteed. Postage: 10 percent of total order for items 

shipped to US locations. International member’s orders must 
be paid in USA dollar funds with added money for postage. 

Checks must be drawn on a USA bank. Prices are always subject to 
change. Continuing stock of items not assured. Clearly print your 

order on plain paper and mail with check or money order, made to 
“The Airflow Club” to:

DENNIS PITCHFORD, TREASURER, ACA,
14947 LEIGH AVENUE • SAN JOSE, CA 95124-4524

NE W ITEM BACK IN CLUB STORE Front bumper metal rings for 1935 
and 1936 DeSoto and 1935 through 1937 Chrysler Airflows. Made of 
stainless steel, they fit in the rubber O-rings that the Club Store also 
sells. The price for the metal rings is $65.00 a pair plus shipping.

STANDARDS OF CORRECTNESS MANUAL Restore your airflow to 
factory correct condition. Extremely useful to the airflow restorer. $10.00
AIR FLOW NEWSLETTERS ON DVD A DVD of ACA Newsletters 

from July, 1962, through December, 2010 is now available. These are 
fully searchable by word or phrase, as described in the November ‘08 
NL. $20.00 ea.

“TH E HISTORY OF THE AIRFLOW CAR” Reprint of the Howard 
Irwin feature from August 1977 “Scientific American.” An excellent 
piece. $4.

“CW  – THE QUINTESSENTIAL STREAMLINER” 17-page copy of 
November 1994 “NL” written by Bob Joynt and Beverly Rae Kimes. 
The story of Airflow Chrysler CW limousines. Read about these gi-
ant 146-1/2” wheelbase sedans. $4.

VID EO #1 First 3 titles are original 1930’s factory films. “Fashioned by 
Function” - factory promotional: “Trails of Triumph” Harry Hartz at 
Bonneville; “Safety With a Thrill” - 1934 Chicago World’s Fair; “Mem-
oirs of an Engineer” - Carl Breer’s Biography. “Airflow Development 
Pictures” from 1986 Chrysler Corp. slide set. 90 min. VHS or DVD 
only $20.

VID EO #2 “A Pictorial History on the Development of the Chrysler Air-
flow” made by William Z. Breer. 54 minutes. Made by William Breer 
for the 1996 Ft. Worth, TX National Meet. Record of Carl Breer’s 
work on Airflows. VHS or DVD only $20.

TEC HNICAL CD This is a complete record on every technical subject 
regarding each model of Airflow from 1934 to 1937. All items on the 
CD are indexed. Produced by Jon Clulow. $20.

HIS TORICAL CHRYSLER BULLETIN, OCTOBER 1963 This reprint 
is not 100% correct historically, but reflects Chrysler Corporation’s 
view of the Airflow as of the early 1960’s. $8.

193 4 CHRYSLER SHOP MANUAL 140+ pages. $30. This reprint is 
100% flawless in both photos and text. Tremendous reference!

BO DY MANUAL Exact reproduction of 1934 Chrysler Manual. Can be 
used for DeSoto, also. $20.

OW NER’S MANUALS These seven instruction books are exact repro-
ductions of originals: (1) 1934 DeSoto SE, 95 pages; (2) 1935 Chrysler 
C-1, 48 pages; (3) 1935 Chrysler C-2, 48 pages: (4) 1936 DeSoto S-2 
Manual with owner i.d. card and printed envelope; (5) 1936 Chrysler 
C-9 Manual; .(6) 1936 Chrysler C-10, 48 pages: (7) 1937 Chrysler 
C-17, 48 pages. $18 each.

AIR FLOW III DESOTO BROCHURE Over 40 photos in this 24 page, 
reprint of 7” x 9” sales brochure. $10.

193 6 DESOTO AIRFLOW OR AIR STREAM SPEEDOMETER 
GAUGE OR CLOCK FACES - $150 set.

RUBBER STAMP 1937 Chrysler Airflow C 17 4-dr sedan. $10.
NA ME BUTTON A must for all ACA gatherings. Features Club’s logo 

and your name. Furnish name as you want it on the finished button. 
$5.

AC A MYLAR DECALS Red, white, blue. One for window: one for bum-
per. 3” x 4”. $3 pair.

AC A METAL EMBLEM Club logo in full color on heavy aluminum. 3” x 
4-1/2”. Specify mounting tab “up” or “down”. Use on license plate. $8.

FIR EWALL PLATES For 1934 to 1942 models. Red for Chrysler or black 
for DeSoto. Specify color. $7.

HE ADLIGHT MOUNTING PADS Fits all Chrysler Airflow models. $32 
pair.

HE EL PADS For driver’s side carpeting. Used in Chrysler & DeSoto Air-
flows. Specify black or brown. $40.

RU BBER BUMPER GROMMETS Fits behind the stainless rings on 
1935-1937 models. $25 pair.

PE DAL PADS Reproductions. Specify black or brown. For clutch and 
brake pedals. $20 pair.

GA S PEDAL Reproductions for Airflows & others. Black or brown. $25.
GE ARSHIFT BOOT Reproductions for Airflows & others. Black or 

brown. $25
CO WL VENT WEATHER STRIP Fits all Airflow DeSotos & Chryslers. 

$30 pair.
FR ONT DOOR VENT RUBBER SEALS Fits all 1935 to 1937 Airflows. 

Can modify to fit 1934. $125 pair.
FR ONT DOOR VENT RUBBER SEAL Fits all 1934 Airflows. $215 pair.
RE AR WINDOW RUBBER SEAL Fits windows above trunk on all 

Airflow models. $4 per foot.
OU TSIDE RUBBER WINDSHIELD FRAME SEALS For all Airflows. 

Enough to make one pair. With instructions. $50.
IN SIDE RUBBER WINDSHIELD FRAME SEALS Fits between the 

frame and the body ridge. Also used on doorsill plates. $4 per foot.
RE AR QUARTER VENT WINDOW RUBBERS Fits these 4-dr sedans 

Airflows only...CU, C-1, C-9, SE, SG, S-2. $160 pair.
“ANTI-RATTLE” WINDOW SNUBBERS $2.00 each
“AN TI-RATTLE” FENDER SKIRT GROMMETS Set of upper 4 pieces, 

$32, or lower 4 pieces $42.
“SE RVICE C INSTALLATION NOTES for FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

PHILCO RADIOS” 17 pages for all Airflow models 1934-1937. $7.
HO OD PROP SPRINGS for ‘35, ‘36, ‘37 Airflow Chryslers & ‘35, ‘36 

Airflow DeSotos. Specify right or left. $10 each.
HU BCAP SKINS for 1934-36 Airflow Chryslers and 1934-35 and 36 

DeSotos. These skins were produced in New Zealand by club member 
David Oliver. Skins are made of brass and properly chrome plated. The 
cost of each Chrysler and 1934-35 DeSoto hubcap skin is $110 and 
does not include shipping. Each 1936 DeSoto hubcap skin is $125.00. 
Shipping is billed when skins are shipped to you).

CH RYSLER FUEL PUMP HEAT SHIELD a new item for 2008. Sorry, no 
shields for DeSoto as yet. Each heat shield only $20.00.

AIR FLOW REPRODUCTION DECAL Warning decal for Aircleaner 
and Silencer. Decal #DD617 is for the ‘34 and ‘’35 Chrysler and ‘34 - 
‘36 DeSoto. Each decal: $6.50 plus 50¢ shipping.
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FO R SALE: 1934 Chrysler Airflow CV Imperial 4 door sedan. decent body 
with some rust, mostly assembled and appears to be a complete car—not 
running. Has skirts, wheels, fenders, weathered grille/needs work; $8,000. 
Photos available upon request. Also, ‘35 Chrysler Airflow hood for C-2 
model. Paul 801-558-0844 or email: abcminerals@gmail.com. (06/14) 

FO R SALE: Original 1935 DeSoto SG radio complete with bracket and 
speaker. Tubes light but may need overhaul to get sound. $500.00. Also 
1935 DeSoto SG 6 cylinder engine (stuck) with transmission and overdrive. 
Items in Iowa. Jerry Donlon, 563-419-0912. (06/14) 

FO R SALE: 1937 Chrysler Airflow 
Eight Sedan: mostly original and 
unrestored. A few upholstery parts 
have been replaced. Some black 
paint has been touched up. This car 
was featured as a “Drivable Dream” 
in Hemmings Classic Car. It runs 
beautifully and has been driven 
extensively on long distance tours. 
Overdrive works. Very straight body, no rust. This car can be enjoyed as 
is or form a great platform for restoration. $24,000. Jock Finley, Estancia, 
NM (505) 384-9656, MST. (06/14)

FO R SALE: 1930’s Art Deco 
Chrysler Airflow Baby Rocker! 
Ba-Bye Art Deco look Chrys-
ler Airflow. I have seen these in 
the horse model, but in almost 
30 yrs of collecting, never seen 
a car, let alone a killer Airflow 
look! Has original label on back 
of seat. Says Ba-Bye Product/
Hollywood-Equipment Co./Columbus, Ohio. Has normal wear/patina. 
Very good condition overall. Please call or text Mark Liddell if inter-
ested - 615.854.0300. I need $300. (06/14)

FO R SALE: 1936 Chrysler Airflow Parts:  2 Restored Grilles, 2 Sets of Side 
Vents, 1 Hood with Surround Panels, 4 Restored Wheels. 1937 Chrysler 
Airflow: 2 Headlight Bezels. WANTED: 1936 Chrysler Imperial C-10 
Airflow DeLuxe Banjo Steering Wheel  Loren Hulber 610-216-9540 or 
lhulber@ptd.net (06/14)

WA NTED: Chrysler or Desoto Coupe. Any year/model. Restored or excel-
lent solid original, or maybe a 1934 CU or CV Sedan wanted. 1934 Chrys-
ler Airflow bumpers that were reproduced by the club 20-30 years ago. 
Stainless Steel Hood Waterfall Grille (strips) Bars, and any tailight parts, 
buckets, lenses, & L or R tailight Stanchion. Owners manual for 1934-37 
CW Custom Imperial. Jim Fredrick, 918 W.Co.Rd.C-2, Roseville, MN. 
55113-1942 email: estatecars@earthlink.net (06/14)

WA NTED: 1935 DeSoto SG bumpers and brackets. Also right front door 
vent and window for SG Sedan. Jerry Donlon, 563-419-0912 (06/14)

FO R SALE: 1934 Chrysler Airflow CU sedan, all original, NO RUST. Sill 
boxes need no repairs. Rebuilt original 298 motor and OD transmission, 
installed and running, new wiring harness, all instruments and switches 
work. All new brakes w/booster, new top, new tubes and tires, new rear 
seat and enough custom correct uphol-
stery to do full interior. All new stainless, 
and many NOS unobtainable parts 
needed to fully restore. Original paint, 
only known code 310 original two-tone 
green factory car. Build sheet and lots of 
documentation. $20,000 which includes 
at least $10,000 worth of NOS parts, 
spare engine and OD. John Heimerl 
757-621-6361 (04/14) 

FO R SALE: 1934 four door Airflow serial #6595085, 1935 Airflow Imperial 
four door serial #7012910 and 1936 
Airflow four door serial #6606604. 
Engine # for 1935 C2-1798, engine # 
1936 C9-1331 no engine in 34. Prefer 
to sell as a package deal. $3,500.00 or 
best offer. Dennis Robinson 706-513-
7465. Email rdrjr30808@yahoo.com. 
(04/14) 

FO R SALE: 1935 DeSoto Airflow 
SG sedan, restored except original 
interior. Unbelievable original 
woodgrain. 26,000 original docu-
mented miles, build sheet, etc. 
Early car, no vent wings. Original 
undisturbed 241 c. i. six. 26,000 
original documented miles. Authentic tires. Correct paint, high-quality re-
spray 1998, still looks new. Drives as new, no rust ever. A factory non-OD, 
non free-wheel car. Featured in Automobile Quarterly 1998, Vol. 38, No. 3. 
Meadowbrook 1998. $35,000. John Heimerl 757-621-6361 (04/14) 

WA NTED: for 1936 C-10 four door Airflow: Right headlight lens and right 
inner fender panel. William R. Bentley, 744 Grimwood Rd, Toney AL 
35773. Email lucibentley@gmail.com. 256-828-4226 (04/14) 

WA NTED: Cylinder head and set of front windshield frames for 1934 
DeSoto Airflow. Bob Letsinger 530-713-0546. Email tigerbob4@comcast.
net (04/14)

WA NTED: 1934 Chrysler model CV sedan restoration in progress. Leads 
to parts or a parts car would be appreciated. Eric Marsh 575 Paulownia 
Drive, China Grove, NC 28023 Email: ecmarsh@ctc.net or call 704-267-
9383(04/14)

WA NTED: 1937 C17 front bumper over-rider (nerf) bars. We need both for 
the front. Bill Nesbitt Email: William.nesbitt@comcast.net or 509-466-
2176. (04/14)

WA NTED: Engines: 1934 I Model CU and 1937 Model C-17, with acces-
sories – $750.00 each. FOR SALE: 1934 Model CU 4-door Canadian 
production - low 3 condition, not presently running (motor mounts need 
replaced). Asking $15,000. Two overdrive transmissions - $1,500 each. 
Bob Burchill 240-344-2922 (04/14)

FO R SALE: 1936 Chrysler Airflow Imperial Eight C10. Wheel Base 128”. 
4 Speed Transmission <overdrive. 4259 Built.We are asking $32,000 OBO. 
My dad Carl Kreiser died 4 years ago and the brothers have decided it is 
time to sell. Karen Kreiser anytime at b_onesmom@yahoo.com (02/14)

FO R SALE: 1934 Chrysler Airflow (chrome) headlamp rims with small bot-
tom lights intact. Pete Andersen, PO Box 35, Deepwater NSW, Australia 
2371 (no phone or email). (02/14) 

FO R SALE: CAR MANUALS: Chrysler 1934 CA-CB; 1937-38 C14-C15-
C16-C17; 1940 C25-C-26_c27; 1941 C28-C30_C33; 1942 C34-C36-C37; 
1946-48 C38-C39-C40. DeSoto: 1935 SF; 1936 A-1; 1939/40 SP9-SP10-S7. 
Dodge: 1934 KC-KCL; 1940 D14-D15. Contact Pete Andersen, PO Box 
35, Deepwater NSW, Australia 2371 (no phone or email) (02/14) 

Advertisements will run for two issues (four months). 
Please submit your ads or ad renewals thirty days before the first issue in which you wish the ad to appear. 
Submit all advertisements in writing via mail or email to the Newsletter Editor, address on page two of each Newsletter. 

TELEPHONE SUBMITTALS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
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